SPEECH 


t 


OF 


HON.  J.  E.  J.  DANIEL,  OF  NOETH  CABOLINA, 


ON 


THE  TEXAS  BOUNDARY  BILL. 


DELIVERED  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  SEPTEMBER  3,  1850. 


Mr.  DANIEL  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  offered  the  following  substitute  for  the  instructions 
offered  by  Mr.  Root  : 

“  With  instructions  to  report  with  the  said  bill  an  additional  section,  declaring  so  much  of  any  and  all  acts  of  Con¬ 
gress  as  prohibit  African  slavery  in  any  Territory  belonging  to  the  United  States,  which  lies  between  the  Mississippi 
river  and  the  Pacific  ocean,  and  is  not  included  within  the  limits  of  any  State,  null  and  void  from  and  after  the  pas¬ 
sage  of  said  bill,  so  as  to  extend  the  principle  of  non-intervention  to  said  Territory. 

The  amendment  being  objected  to,  and  the  Speaker  having  decided  that  so  much  of  the  amend¬ 
ment  as  related  to  other  territory  than  that  acquired  from  Mexico  was  not  in  order,  Mr.  Meade, 
of  Virginia,  appealed  from  the  decision  ;  whereupon  Mr.  Daniel  consented  to  modify  his  amend¬ 
ment,  in  conformity  with  the  opinion  of  the  Chair,  so  as  to  extend  the  principle  of  non-inter¬ 
vention  to  the  Mexican  territory  only.  He  also  caused  to  be  read  at  the  Clerk’s  desk  a  letter  from, 
many  of  his  constituents,  enclosing  a  circular  found  with  many  others  in  a  post  office  in  his  dis¬ 
trict,  as  well  to  give  publicity  to  it,  as  because  he  intended  to  refer  to  it  in  the  course  of  his  re¬ 
marks.  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  letter  : 

Franklin-ton,  N.  C.,  July  20, 1850. 

Hon.  J.  R.  J.  Daniel  :  We,  a  portion  of  your  constituents,  find  in  our  post  office  copies  of  the  enclosed  petition.  As 
the  subject  therein  contained  is  one  very  delicate  in  its  nature  to  the  South,  we  have  thought  proper  to  send  you  the 
enclosed  copy,  that  you  may  see  the  attack  attempted  to  be  made  on  the  South,  through  the  post  office,  to  be  used  as 
you  may  think  proper. 

Your  obedient  sen-ants, 

(Signed)  JOS.  A.  WHITAKER,  and  many  others. 

N.  B.  It  is  said  they  are  being  sent  to  all  the  post  offices  in  the  South. 

Copy  of  the  Circular. 

Postmasters  favorable  to  the  object  proposed,  will  endeavor  to  obtain  signatures,  or  if  they  cannot  do  it,  please 
hand  it  to  some  one  favorable  for  that  purpose  ;  and  forward  if  possible  before  the  1st  of  July,  1850. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Congress  assembled : — 

The  undersigned,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  being  anxious  to  remove  from  our  land,  the  greatest  cause  of  discord  ; 
and  to  secure  the  future  welfare,  harmony,  and  permanency  of  the  Union — having  in  view  an  object  upon  which  we 
believe  the  great  body  of  all  parties  and  of  every  section  of  the  country  can  unite — would  respectfully  pray,  that  Congress 
pass  a  bill  providing  means  to  remove  from  our  country,  all  that  portion  of  the  African  race,  who  are  both  willing  and 
ready  to  emigrate  to  Africa  ;  that  suitable  provision  be  made  for  their  real  wants  for  one  year  after  their  arrival  in  Africa; 
and,  as  a  greater  inducement  for  them  to  emigrate,  that  a  bounty  in  land  be  given  them  on  their  arrival,  upon  which 
they  may  with  industry  and  economy  support  themselves ;  and  make  such  other  provision  as  may  be  most  desirable. 

Mr.  DANIEL,  proceeding  with  his  remarks,  then  said  :  Mr.  Speaker,  my  disposition  leads 
me  on  most  occasions  to  give  a  silent  vote,  but  the  importance  of  the  bill  before  us,  involving  per¬ 
haps  the  peace  of  the  country,  and  it  may  be  the  existence  of  the  Union,  seems  to  require  a 
statement  of  my  reasons  for  the  course  I  feel  constrained  to  pursue.  It  is  due  to  myself,  as  well 
as  the  generous  and  confiding  constituency  whom  I  represent,  and  whose  good  opinion  I  highly 
prize.  The  censure  attempted  to  be  cast  upon  those  who  cannot  approve  all  the  measures  brought 
forward  for  the  settlement  of  the  sectional  controversy  in  which  we  are  involved,  imposes  addi¬ 
tional  necessity  for  an  expression  of  the  views  and  motives  which  govern  me  on  this  occasion. 
The  charge  that  opposition  to  all  Or  any  of  these  measures  is  calculated  to  endanger  the  Union, 
and  that  those  who  do  not  concur  in  them  are  unfriendly  to  its  existence,  is  as  short-sighted  and 
illiberal  as  it  is  unjust.  To  me  it  seems  to  be  the  result  of  a  timidity  tending  in  process  of  time 
to  bring  about  the  very  calamity  which  is  deprecated  no  less  by  me,  than  by  those  from  whom  I  differ. 
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Sir,  I  cherish  an  ardent  attachment  to  the  union  of  the  States,  and  desire  hot  only  to  preserve  it, 
but,  if  possible,  to  place  it  upon  a  more  secure  and  durable  basis  than  that  upon  which  it  now 
reposes.  If  there  be  disunionists  in  the  South,  it  is  because  they  have  lost  all  hope  of  a  return¬ 
ing  sense  of  justice  from  their  Northern  brethren,  and  believe  their  strong  and  increasing  anti¬ 
slavery  feeling,  with  controlling  majorities  here  and  in  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol,  is  becoming 
dangerous  and  alarming  to  those  rights  connected  with  the  institution  of  slavery  and  guarantied 
by  the  Constitution.  I  believe  the  number  to  be  yet  small.  But  let  me  tell  Northern  gentle¬ 
men  that  as  their  persistence  in  a  course  of  injustice  shall  produce  the  conviction  of  a  settled  pur¬ 
pose  to  make  a  discrimination  against  those  whose  lot  has  been  cast  in  the  slaveholding  portion  of 
the  Union,  and  deny  them  that  constitutional  equality  of  right  and  privilege  which  lie  at  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  our  political  association,  by  excluding  them  in  effect  from  territory  belonging  to  all  the 
States,  and  won  by  the  common  blood  and  treasure  of  all,  the  number  will  increase,  to  what  ex¬ 
tent  cannot  be  foreseen.  There  is  a  strong  attachment  to  the  Union  among  the  people  of  the 
South,  but  they  are  strongly  and  inflexibly  attached  to  those  rights  which  it  is  the  object  of  all 
Governments  to  protect,  and  which  the  union  of  the  States  was  intended  to  render  more  secure, 
not  to  destroy  or  impair.  And  they  will  hold  on  to  the  Union,  unless  they  shall  be  forecd  to 
quit  it,  in  order  to  protect  their  rights  and  avoid  an  inferior  and  degraded  condition  attempted  to 
be  forced  upon  them.  In  that  event,  I  trust  and  believe  they  will  not  hesitate,  but  will  maintain 
their  rights  as  well  of  property  as  of  equality  and  privilege  in  the  Union,  if  they  can — out  of  it, 
if  they  must. 

Ours,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  a  confederation  of  sovereign  States,  forming  a  Federal  Republic,  and  the 
common  Government  created  by  the  States  as  sovereign  communities  is  the  result  of  compact. 
It  is  not  a  consolidated  Government  for  any  purpose.  Where  it  seems  to  operate  as  such,  it  is 
not  because  it  is  so,  but  in  pursuance  of  the  compact  among  the  confederate  States.  To  consider 
it  a  consolidated  Government  for  any  purpose  is  erroneous,  and  leads  to  results  dangerous  to  the 
whole  system,  and  hazardous  to  the  liberties  of  the  country.  We  have,  through  our  commoq 
Government,  in  our  foreign  relations,  evinced  a  just  and  punctilious  regard  for  our  engagements, 
and  a  firm  adherence  to  the  principles  of  justice,  highly  commendable ;  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
such  has  not  at  all  times  been  the  case  in  the  administration  of  our  home  affairs.  There  are  ad¬ 
mitted  peculiarities  of  interest  in  the  Northern,  Western,  and  Southern  sections  of  the  Confede¬ 
racy,  and  some  supposed  diversity  of  interest  between  the  slaveholding  and  non-slaveholding 
States,  but  not  such  as  to  render  our  common  Government  oppressive  to  any  section,  or  to  the 
slaveholding  or  non-slaveholding  States,  as  such,  if  its  action  shall  be  kept  within  the  limits  as¬ 
signed  it  by  the  compact  between  the  States,  and  the  principles  of  justice  and  good  faith  shall  be 
strictly  adhered  to. 

To  restrict  the  Federal  Government  within  its  constitutional  limits,  rendered  more  necessary 
by  the  acquisition  of  additional  territory,  and,  if  possible,  insure  its  observance  of  the  rights  of  the 
States,  and  of  justice  towards  the  different  sections,  should  be  a  leading  object  with  all.  It  is  the 
best  and  surest  method  of  transmitting  the  blessings  of  the  Union  to  remotest  ages,  and  making 
our  Government  in  all  time  to  come  a  shining  light  to  those  who  are  immersed  in  political  dark¬ 
ness.  But,  sir,  how  is  this  to  be  effected,  when  the  majority  here,  in  pursuit  of  sectional  advan¬ 
tages,  shall  be  guilty  of  a  palpable  departure  from  the  principles  and  spirit  of  the  Federal  Com- 
pactj?  It  can  only  be  effected  by  union  and  concert  among  the  States  and  their  representatives 
whose  rights  are  assailed.  By  such  union  and  concert,  and  the  advantages  afforded  by  State 
organization,  encroachments  may  be  repelled,  and  the  action  of  the  Federal  Government  kept 
within  its  appropriate  limits,  and  the  rights  of  every  section  of  the  Confederacy  maintained. 
It  was  in  this  way  that  the  Constitution  was  rescued  and  Federal  usurpation  rebuked,  when  Vir¬ 
ginia,  in  1798  and  1799,  put  forth  her  celebrated  resolutions,  and  invited  the  co-operation  of  her 
sister  States.  Nothing  has  had  a  more  salutary  and  lasting  effect  in  perpetuating  the  Union  than 
the  firmness  which  she  displayed  in  that  great  struggle  for  the  rights  of  the  States  and  the  true 
principles  of  constitutional  liberty.  Had  she,  and  other  States  that  sided  with  her,  been  induced, 
by  way  of  compromise,  (since  become  so  frequent  in  sectional  controversies  waged  against  the 
institutions  of  the  South,)  to  surrender  the  important  principles  for  which  she  contended,  our 
condition  might  have  been  far  different,  if,  indeed,  the  Union  would  have  been  preserved  to  the 
present  time.  Sir,  we  have  tried  compromises  and  concessions  until  the  term  compromise  has 
almost  become  synonymous  with  the  surrender  of  Southern  rights,  and  reminds  me  of  what  I  have 
heard  said  of  a  practice  which  grew  up  under  the  arbitration  law  of  one  of  the  New  England 
States,  (I  believe  Connecticut,)  that  compromise,  by  a  division  of  the  property  among  the  claim¬ 
ants,  became  so  frequent,  that  it  was  no  uncommon  thing  for  one  who  took  a  liking  to  his  neigh¬ 
bor’s  farm,  to  prefer  a  claim  to  it,  submit  it  to  arbitration,  and  thus  by  compromise  obtain  one 
half  of  what  he  claimed,  but  to  which  he  had  not  the  least  particle  of  right.  It  does  really  appear 
to  me  that  this  has  been  somewhat  the  character  and  result  of  those  controversies  between  the  North 
and  South  in  which  Southern  rights  have  been  inyoJy$<j.  Pretensions  have  been  urged  utterly  at 
variance  with  the  principles  and  spirit  of  the  Constitution  as  well  as  the  principles  of  justice,  and 
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for  the  sake  of  peace  and  the  Union,  the  South  has  consented  to  surrender  a  portion  of  her  just 
rights,  until  that  fate  seems  to  be  fast  overtaking  her  which  awaits  the  aborigines  of  the  country. 
I  think  in  all  conscience  the  South  has  gone  far  enough  in  her  concessions,  and  that  it  is  time  to 
take  a  firm  and  united  stand  in  defence  of  what  has  been  left  her.  Concession  seems  to  be  but 
food  upon  which  the  spirit  of  encroachment,  stimulated  by  Northern  fanaticism,  feeds  and  grows 
stronger  ;  and  it  will  never  cease  in  its  exactions,  as  long  as  a  disposition  exists  on  the  part  of  the 
South  to  yield  to  its  demands,  until  African  slavery  shall  be  swept  from  the  country.  After  the 
outposts  shall  have  been  carried  by  excluding  the  slaveholding  population  from  the  Territories,  they 
will  assail  the  citadel,  and  commence  their  attacks  upon  the  rights  of  slave  property  in  the  forts 
and  arsenals  within  the  States,  as  well  as  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  upon  the  slave  trade  be¬ 
tween  the  States.  And  as  soon  as  the  requisite  number  of  free  States  shall  be  formed,  to  which 
the  anti-slavery  policy  of  the  North  is  rapidly  tending,  an  amendment  of  the  Constitution  will  fol¬ 
low,  giving  to  the  General  Government  unlimited  control  over  the  institution  within  the  States, 
involving,  say  fifteen  hundred  millions  of  slave  property.  Believing  sueh  to  be  the  tendency  of  things, 
I  submitted  some  time  ago  a  resolution  for  an  amendment  of  the  Constitution,  the  object  of  which 
was  to  prevent  hereafter  any  amendment  tending  to  abolish  or  affect  slavery  within  the  States, 
without  the  concurrence  of  the  States  in  which  the  institution  may  exist ;  and  could  it  be  adopted 
by  the  requisite  vote  of  the  two  branches  of  Congress,  and  receive  the  sanction  of  three-fourths  of 
the  State  Legislatures,  it  would  do  more  to  relieve  the  South  from  apprehensions  beginning  to  be 
felt,  and  to  allay  anti-slavery  agitation  at  the  North  than  any  other  measure  ;  and,  in  connection 
with  the  non-intervention  principle  applied  to  the  Territories,  as  proposed  in  my  amendment, 
constitute  the  best  basis  upon  which  the  slavery  question  could  be  settled,  and  place  the  Union 
upon  a  foundation  far  more  secure  than  that  upon  which  it  at  present  rests.  The  resolution  does 
not  embrace  all  that  I  think  should  be  matter  of  constitutional  arrangement  between  the  slave 
and  anti-slave  States.  I  should  have  preferred  to  guard  against  amendments  changing  the  ex¬ 
isting  provisions  respecting  representation  and  taxation,  and  the  restoration  of  fugitive  slaves. 
But,  to  try  the  sense  of  our  anti-slavery  brethren,  I  deemed  it  best  to  submit  the  resolution  in  the 
form  in  which  it  was  offered,  that  it  might  be  liable  to  as  little  objection  as  possible.  Objection 
being  made,  however,  and  it  not  being  in  order  to  suspend  the  rules,  it  was  not  introduced.  I 
should  myself  prefer  such  an  adjustment  to  the  proposed  Missouri  compromise  line. 

The  little  regard  which  has  been  paid  by  our  Northern  friends  to  the  principles  of  compromise, 
heretofore  made  for  the  adjustment  of  sectional  differences,  causes  me  to  place  no  very  implicit 
confidence  in  their  stability,  when  subsequent  Congresses  are  at  liberty  to  disregard  them  or  not, 
as  feeling  and  interest  may  dictate.  As  soon  as  the  tariff  compromise  was  about  to  enure  to  the 
benefit  of  the  South,  we  know  that  pretexts  were  made  for  setting  it  aside,  and  conferring  boun¬ 
ties  upon  the  manufacturers  of  the  North  and  onerous  burdens  upon  the  agriculturists  of  the  South. 
And  in  the  annexation  of  Texas,  although  the  Missouri  compromise  was  firmly  insisted  upon 
where  its  application  enured  to  the  benefit  of  the  North,  in  relation  to  the  territory  acquired  from 
Mexico,  its  principles  have  been  wholly  repudiated,  and  that,  too,  after  Southern  gentlemen,  in 
the  observance  of  that  compromise,  voted  for  the  establishment  of  a  Territorial  Government  for 
Oregon,  with  the  ordinance  of  1787  in  it.  Such  conduct  on  the  part  of  our  Northern  brethren, 
connected  with  a  view  of  the  encroachments  heretofore  made,  is  not  calculated  to  beget  a  dispo¬ 
sition  for  further  concession  on  the  part  of  the  South. 

When  we  achieved  our  independence,  the  area  of  the  original  States  was  862,197  square 
miles.  Of  that,  including  Maine  as  pan  of  Massachusetts,  there  were  within  the  original  States, 
which  soon  after  abolished  slavery,  and  are  non-slaveholding,  only  164,081  square  miles ;  and 
within  the  original  States  yet  slaveholding,  including  Kentucky  and  the  territory  northwest  of  the 
Ohio  river,  within  the  limits  of  Virginia,  Tennessee,  within  North  Carolina,  and  Mississippi  and 
Alabama  within  the  limits  of  Georgia,  698,116  square  miles.  By  the  liberality  of  Virginia,  all 
her  territory  northwest  of  the  Ohio  was  ceded  to  the  Federal  Government  for  the  purpose  of  cre¬ 
ating  free  States,  now  comprehended  within  the  limits  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Michigan,  and 
Wisconsin,  containing,  with  that  portion  of  Minesota  Territory  lying  east  of  the  Mississippi, 
312,595  square  miles,  making  the  present  area  of  free  territory  within  the  limits  of  the  original 
States,  476,676  square  miles,  and  the  area  of  slave  territory  only  385,511  square  miles.  We  ac¬ 
quired  by  our  purchase  of  Louisiana  from  France,  exclusive  of  Texas,  an  estimated  area  of 
1,138,108  square  miles.  When  Missouri,  formed  out  of  that  territory,  applied  for  admission  into 
the  Union,  our  Northern  brethren,  towards  which  Virginia  had  been  so  generous,  had  the  illibe- 
rality  to  deny  her  application,  but  upon  condition  that  she  would  abolish  slavery  within  her  lim¬ 
its.  This  she  refused  to  do,  and  the  matter  was  subsequently  compromised,  by  giving  up  to  the 
non-slaveholding  portion  of  the  Confederacy,  all  of  the  territory  north  of  36  deg.  30  min.  By 
that  arrangement,  most  unfortunate  for  the  South,  and  I  believe,  the  main  source  of  existing  difficul¬ 
ties,  there  is  but  little  prospect  that  the  South  will  get  any  more  of  that  extensive  and  valuable 
territory,  than  what  is  embraced  within  the  limits  of  Louisiana,  Missouri,  and  Arkansas,  being 
166,009  square  miles  ;  leaving  992,099  square  miles  from  which  the  people  of  the  slave  States  are 
excluded.  In  the  treaty  by  which  Florida  was  acquired,  and  I  may  say  Oregon,  for  our  best  title 
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to  Oregon  is  under  the  Spanish  treaty,  the  large  and  valuable  territory  of  Texas,  a  slaveholding  por¬ 
tion  of  the  Louisiana  purchase,  was  ceded  to  Spain  ;  and  from  Oregon,  containing  341,463  sq.  miles, 
the  people  of  the  South  have  been  excluded,  leaving  to  the  South  Florida  only,containing  59,268  sq. 
miles.  And  when  we  were  about  to  regain  Texas,  the  application  of  the  Missouri  compromise 
was,  as  I  have  before  stated,  inflexibly  insisted  upon,  and  the  South  again  yielded,  by  which 
about  45,000  square  miles  were  added  to  the  already  disproportionea  quantity  of  free  soil,  making 
the  whole  area  of  our  territory,  exclusive  of  that  acquired  from  Mexico,  2,726,556  square  miles, 
of  which,  1,834,244  square  miles  may  be  regarded  as  free  territory,  and  but  892,312  square  miles 
as  open  to  the  slaveholding  population,  while  the  white  population  of  the  slave  States,  according 
to  last  census,  is  5,444,778,  and  of  the  free  States,  but  8,556,845— being  nearly  as  5  to  8,  with¬ 
out  the  population  of  Texas ;  while  their  territory  is  less  than  one-half  the  territory  assigned  to 
the  free  States.  And  if  the  South  shall  be  excluded  from  the  territory  acquired  from  Mexico, 
being  526,078  square  miles,  of  which  there  is  a  fair  prospect,  unless  the  people  of  the  South  and 
their  representatives  become  more  united  in  resisting  this  current  of  encroachment,  the  area  of 
free  territory  will  be  2,360,323  square  miles.  And  should  the  bill  before  us  pass,  and  Texas  be 
induced  by  the  bribe  held  out  to  her,  to  surrender  45,000  square  miles  of  her  territory  south  of 
36  deg.  30  min.  as  she  will  do  by  the  proposed  limits,  the  slaveholding  territory  will  be  diminished 
to  that  extent,  making  it  but  a  trifle  more  than  one-third  of  what,  in  all  possibility,  will  be  free 
territory.  Although  the  gigantic  limits  of  California  are  now  insisted  upon  by  our  Northern 
brethren  since  the  people  there  have  excluded  slavery,  when  the  States  of  Iowa  and  Wisconsin 
applied  for  admission,  the  wishes  of  the  people  of  those  States  were  but  little  consulted,  and  what 
were  deemed  reasonable  limits  were  assigned  them,  leaving  of  the  territory  ceded  by  Virginia, 
enough  of  the  former  territory  of  Wisconsin  for  a  sixth  State,  more  than  twice  as  large  as  Mary¬ 
land,  although  the  number  of  States  was  limited  by  the  deed  of  cession  to  five.  A  project,  too, 
has  already  been  set  on  foot  to  carve  another  State  out  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  which  may  be 
delayed  a  short  time  on  account  of  the  excitement  and  alarm  which  exists  at  the  South,  but  which 
I  have  no  doubt  will  soon  be  consummated.  Couple  with  this  rapid  and  it  must  be  designed 
progress  to  that  state  of  the  things  which  will  give  to  our  non-slaveholding  brethren  un-^ 
limited  control  over  existing  constitutional  guaranties  for  the  institution  of  slavery,  by  way  of 
amendment  to  the  Constitution,  placing  at  their  disposal  fifteen  hundred  millions  worth  of 
property  belonging  to  the  Southern  States,  and  I  ask,  is  there  any  ground  whatever  for  the  sur¬ 
prise  expressed  by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  (Mr.  Gorman,)  at  the  steadfastness  with  which 
a  portion  of  the  Southern  representation  stand  up  in  defence  of  Southern  rights.  Were  he  a 
Southern  man,  I  know  the  sentiments  he  has  expressed,  would  place  him  among  the  foremost, 
and  to  use  his  own  words,  “  most  unrelenting”  of  us.  Why,  sir,  such  seems  to  be  the  eagerness 
of  the  anti-slavery  feeling  to  take  jurisdiction  of  the  subject  of  slavery  within  the  States,  that  it 
cannot  wait  for  that  amendment  of  the  Constitution  which  may  ultimately  be  obtained,  but  un¬ 
der  this  free-soil  administration,  blank  petitions  like  that  I  have  caused  to  be  read  at  the  Clerk’s 
desk,  are  being  circulated  in  the  Southern  States  even,  to  procure  memorialists  in  favor  of  a  pro¬ 
ject  to  remove  from  the  country,  through  the  General  Government,  such  of  the  African  race  as 
“  are  ready  and  willing,”  as  well  slaves  as  free  negroes,  without  regard  to  right  of  property. 
And  as  it  seems  from  the  information  of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  who  sits  near  me,  (Mr. 
Inge,)  and  others,  like  circulars  have  been  sent  them  by  their  constituents,  found  also  in  their 
post  offices,  it  may  be  inferred  that  the  scheme  already  in  agitation  is  an  extensive  one,  to  bring 
the  power  of  the  Federal  Government  to  bear  upon  the  subject  of  slavery  within  the  States.  And 
yet,  in  view  of  all  this,  we  are  told  by  many  there  is  no  danger — all  is  secure.  Sir,  this  syren 
song  of  security,  when  every  development  goes  to  show  that  danger  is  approaching  and  thicken¬ 
ing  around  us,  will  I  fear,  in  the  end,  prove  fatal,  not  only  to  the  South,  but  to  the  Union,  by 
causing  the  people  of  the  South  to  omit  the  present  favorable  opportunity  of  placing  both  the  rights 
of  the  South  and  the  Union,  upon  a  more  secure  foundation.  I  entertain  the  thorough  conviction 
that  our  non-slaveholding  brethren  will  not  knowingly  drive  the  South  to  extremities  in  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  her  rights,  but  I  believe  the  anti-slavery  feeling  is  such,  that  they  will  go  as  farm  their 
anti-slavery  policy  as  in  their  opinion  the  South  will  permit.  They  know  the  value  of  the  Union 
to  them  too  well.  To  every  portion  of  the  Confederacy  its  dissolution  would  be  a  great  calamity, 
but  to  them,  and  particularly  to  the  North,  it  would  be  ruinous. 

They  are  too  sagacious  not  to  perceive  this,  and  too  much  devoted  to  their  true  and  substantial 
interest  not  to  act  upon  it,  if  the  South,  by  a  praiseworthy  defence  of  her  most  sacred  rights,  shall 
force  them  to  choose  between  their  true  interest  and  an  obstinate  course  of  injustice  and  aggres¬ 
sion,  to  gratify  anti-slave  prejudice  and  abolition  fanaticism.  Already  has  the  firm  stand  taken 
taken  by  Southern  Legislatures  during  the  last  winter  caused  an  abandonment,  by  Northern  Le¬ 
gislatures,  of  the  Wilmot  proviso,  so  strongly  urged  during  the  last  Congress,  and  which  it  is  be¬ 
lieved,  is  so  far  abandoned  here,  that  it  cannot  pass  either  branch  of  Congress.  And  no  atten¬ 
tive  observer  can  fail  to  perceive,  that  there  is  not  now  the  same  disposition  to  do  full  and  com¬ 
plete  justice  to  the  South  since  our  divisions  have  become  apparent,  as  there  was  at  an  early 
period  pf  the  session,  when  there  was  a  reasonable  prospect  that  there  would  be  little  or  no  divi- 
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eion  among  us.  I  cannot  believe  that  I  deceive  myself  when  I  express  the  opinion,  that  it  is  in 
the  power  of  the  South  to  enforce  a  just  regard  for  her  rights  by  union  and  becoming  firmness. 
The  sentiments  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  (Mr.  Gorman,)  so  creditable  to  his  head  and 
his  heart ;  the  sentiments  contained  in  a  speech  delivered  at  an  early  period  of  the  session  by  a 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  who  sits  before  me,  (Mr.  Ross  ;)  the  sentiments  avowed  and  acted 
upon  by  another  gentleman,  (Mr.  Charles  Brown,*)  from  the  same  State,  no  longer  a  member, 
for  whom  I  have  always  cherished  the  highest  and  sincerest  regard  ;  and  of  other  distinguished 
gentlemen  here  and  in  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol,  inspire  the  hope,  that  there  is  among  our 
northern  brethren  an  inate  sense  of  justice,  which  would  ultimately  ensure  proper  respect  for  our 
rights,  sooner  than  force  us  to  extremities.  Believing  this,  Mr.  Speaker,  and  that  the  cause  of 
the  South  is  no  less  the  cause  of  the  Union,  I  will,  as  far  as  my  single  action  and  vote  can  go,  do 
what  I  think  all  Southern  men  should  do,  oppose  any  further  surrender  of  Southern  rights  to 
Northern  freesoilism  and  abolitionism.  While  such  is  my  determination,  I  avow  that  it  is  my 
most  anxious  wish  to  see  this  sectional  controversy  properly  adjusted  and  put  at  rest ;  and  I  am 
ready  to  concur  in  any  measure  or  series  of  measures  that  will  not  add  others  to  the  too  many 
concessions  which  have  already  been  made. 

Is  such  the  case  with  the  bill  under  consideration,  and  the  kindred  measures  tendered  to  us  as 
an  adjustment  of  existing  difficulties  I  I  think  not.  In  addition  to  the  bill  before  us,  the  other 
measures  are,  the  bill  for  the  admission  of  California,  the  bill  to  establish  Territorial  Governments 
for  New  Mexico  and  Utah,  the  bill  for  prohibiting  the  slave  trade  in  thih  District,  and  the  bill  for 
recapturing  fugitive  slaves. 

Although  I  think  the  North  has  dealt  unfairly  by  the  South  in  insisting  upon  the  Wihnot  pro¬ 
viso,  and  in  the  opposition  made  to  the  Clayton  Compromise,  in  which  I  am  sorry  to  say  they 
were  aided  by  a  few  Southern  gentlemen  ;  and  in  defeating  the  Walker  amendment  for  extend¬ 
ing  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  the  United  States  to  California  and  the  rest  of  the  territory  ac¬ 
quired  from  Mexico,  for  fear  that  by  doing  so,  and  opening  courts  of  justice,  Southern  gentlemen  might 
be  induced  to  emigrate  thither  with  their  slaves  ;  and  although,  as  I  believe.  Executive  influence 
improperly  exerted,  and  deserving  the  severest  censure,  contributed  to  bring  about  the  existing 
state  of  things  in  California,  whereby  the  slaveholding  population  has  been  excluded  from  it,  I 
would  waive  all  objection  to  its  admission,  if  its  limits  should  be  contracted  to  what  I  deem  rea¬ 
sonable,  and  a  portion  of  the  Pacific  coast  below  36  deg.  30  min.  should  be  left  open  to  slave¬ 
holders,  as  Utah  and  New  Mexico  are  proposed  to  be,  for  the  sake  of  quiet  and  repose  to  the 
country.  But  I  must  be  allowed  to  say,  that  after  keeping  back  the  slaveholding  population  of 
the  South  until  the  race  has  been  run,  and,  as  they  suppose,  the  country  acquired  by  emigrants 
from  the  North  and  foreign  countries  through  the  irregular  formation  of  a  State  government,, 
with  limits  embracing  the  entire  Pacific  coast  and  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  three  thousand 
square  miles  of  territory,  enough  for  three  large  States,  designed,  no  doubt,  to  exclude  the  South 
from  the  whole  of  the  Mexican  territory  by  including  all  that  portion  of  it  in  which  there  is  a 
prospect  of  profitable  empl  >yment  for  slave  labor,  there  is  not  much  grace  in  tendering  us  the  non¬ 
intervention  principle  in  regard  to  Utah  and  New  Mexico,  accompanied  by  a  measure  for  abolishing 
the  slave  trade  in  this  District,  as  a  concession  to  the  anti-slavery  sentiment  of  the  North  for  the  par-, 
tial  fulfilment  of  a  constitutional  obligation  for  the  restoration  of  fugitive  slaves,  and  a  strenuous  and 
unfaltering  demand  for  the  admission  of  California  with  its  gigantic  limits,  with  the  proposition 
contained  in  the  bill  before  us,  to  vote  ten  millions  of  dollars  as  a  bribe-— -torture  it  as  you  will, 
that  is  the  object  and  character  of  the  proposition— for  about  forty-five  thousand  square  miles  of 
her  territory  south  of  36  deg.  30  min.,  not  worth  one-tenth,  perhaps  not  one-twentieth,  of  the 
amount. 

Sir,  the  character  of  this  arrangement  evinces  no  departure  from  that  encroaching  policy  of 
our  Northern  brethren  I  have  already  imperfectly  sketched — to  get  all  they  can,  and  hold  on  to 
all  they  get.  And  yet  we  are  told  by  Southern  gentlemen  and  Southern  editors  this  is  a  fair  ad¬ 
justment  of  existing  difficulties,  and  ought  to  be  embraced  by  the  South  ;  and  those  who  cannot 
think  so,  and  oppose  it  from  a  deep  and  abiding  sense  of  duty,  are  even  said  to  be  factious. 

Mr.  Speaker,  may  God,  in  his  infinite  mercy,  save  us  from  the  calamities  which  such  mis¬ 
guided  counsels  cannot  fail  in  process  of  time  to  bring  upon  our  beloved  country.  Sir,  if  I  did 
not  reflect  that  it  is  the  nature  of  concessions  to  beget  other  and  increasing  demands,  and  that 
the  proposed  arrangement  may  be  the  result  of  the  many  concessions  on  the  part  of  the  South 
by  those  who  have  gone  before  us,  I  should  regard  it  as  mere  mockery. 

Entertaining  these  general  views,  and  regarding  the  bill  under  our  immediate  consideration  as 
containing  in  substance  the  profligate  and  brazen  proposition  to  bribe  one  of  the  sovereign  States 


*  Mr.  Brown,  during  the  last  Congress,  upon  the  floor  of  the  House,  said,  “  that,  in  a  contest 
between  the  South  and  the  North,  should  it  occur,  his  sense  of  justice  would  lead  him  to  lid^ 

with  the  South.” 


6 


of  the  Confederacy  to  dismember  herself  as  a  concession  to  freesoilism,  with  no  corresponding 
equivalent  to  the  South  generally,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  declare  that  I  would  sooner  vote  the 
$10,000,000  to  defend  Texas,  than  I  would  as  an  inducement  for  her  to  dismember  herself. 

I  know,  sir,  that  what  I  regard  as  the  erroneous,  and  illegal,  and  unconstitutional  position 
taken  by  our  freesoil  Executive  and  his  advisers  to  array  the  military  force  of  the  country  to  pro¬ 
hibit  Texas  from  exercising  jurisdiction  within  her  rightful  limits,  renders  this  bill  peculiarly  im¬ 
portant.  But  with  all  the  increased  importance  thus  attaching  to  it,  I  will  venture  to  do  my 
duty,  result  what  may  from  the  ill-judged  position  of  the  Executive.  It  is  not  too  late  for  him 
to  retrace  his  steps,  and  it  is  better  and  more  becoming  that  he  should  do  so,  than  that  I  should 
depart  from  the  course  which  my  sense  of  duty  requires  me  to  pursue.  He  must  take  the  con¬ 
sequences  of  his  own  act ;  1  of  mine. 

When  the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Clarke)  addressed  the  House  the  other  day,  he 
likened  Texas  to  the  Spanish  robber,  who  places  his  hat  in  the  road,  and  calls  upon  the  wayfar¬ 
ing  man  in  the  name  of  the  Holy  Virgin  to  deposite  money  in  it,  pointing  a  long  gun  at  him, 
and  threatening  death  in  case  of  refusal.  It  was  well  remarked  by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana 
(Mr.  Gorman)  that  the  simile  was  more  applicable  to  his  friend,  the  President,  in  attempt¬ 
ing  to  force  Texas  to  part  with  her  territory.  In  this,  sir,  I  concur  ;  and  if  freesoilism  be  per¬ 
sonified  and  likened  unto  Satan  tempting  our  Saviour  on  the  Mount,  by  offering  $10,000,000, 
and  saying  to  her,  “all  this  will  I  give  thee,  if  thou  part  with  the  portion  of  thy  territory  which 
I  demand,”  you  will  have  a  full  and  apt  illustration  of  the  whole  scene  now  going  on.  I  trust 
Texas  will  say,  as  our  Saviour  did  to  Satan,  “get  thee  hence,”  and  exhibit  that  fortitude  and 
heroism  which  she  has  heretofore  displayed  under  the  most  trying  circumstances,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  the  threatening  attitude  of  the  President.  Should  she  do  this,  she  will  exhibit  a  moral 
spectacle  that  will  cover  her  with  imperishable  glory. 

Sir,  the  conduct  of  the  President  in  this  matter  seems  to  me  to  be  most  extraordinary.  In  his 
message  to  Congress  he  says,  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  the  President  is  constituted 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  and  of  the  militia  of  the  several  States,  when 
called  into  the  actual  service  of  the  United  States,  and  required  to  see  that  the  laws  be  executed. 
That  Congress  has  the  power  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  for  executing  the  laws,  and 
that  suitable  laws  have  been  passed  for  calling  forth  the  militia  and  placing  other  suitable  means 
in  the  hands  of  the  President  for  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  and  refers  to  the  2d  section  of  the  act 
of  the  28th  of  February,  1795,  and  to  the  act  of  March,  1807.  The  2d  section  of  the  act  ot  1795 
provides,  that  whenever  the  laws  of  the  United  States  shall  be  opposed,  or  the  execution  thereof 
obstructed  in  any  State  by  combinations  too  powerful  to  be  suppressed  by  the  ordinary  course  of 
judicial  proceedings,  or  by  the  power  vested  in  the  Marshals  by  that  act  which,  by  the  9th  section 
of  the  said  act,  is  the  same  as  that  of  the  sheriffs  of  the  several  States,  and  their  deputies  in  exe¬ 
cuting  the  laws  of  the  respective  States,  the  President  may  call  forth  the  militia  of  such  State, 
or  of  any  State  or  States  necessary  to  suppress  such  combinations,  and  to  cause  the  laws  to  be 
executed.  The  act  of  18U7  merely  authorizes  the  employment  of  the  military  and  naval  force  of 
the  United  States  in  cases  of  insurrection  or  obstruction  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
any  individual  State  or  Territory  where  it  is  lawful  for  the  President  to  call  forth  the  militia  for 
like  purposes  under  the  act  of  1795.  The  President  then  usurpingly  and  erroneously  decides 
what  he  had  no  right  to  decide,  and  what  Congress  alone,  or,  perhaps,  the  Judiciary  can  decide, 
that  the  portion  of  New  Mexico  east  of  the  Rio  Grande  does  not  belong  to  Texas,  but  to  the 
United  States ;  and  although  Congress  has  passed  no  law  for  said  Territory,  yet  the  treaty  with 
Mexico  is  a  law  of  the  United  States  extending  over  it,  which  it  is  his  duty  to  execute  ;  the  9th 
article  of  which  provides  that  Mexicans  who  shall  remain  in  the  ceded  territories,  and  do  not 
elect  to  be  considered  citizens  of  Mexico  within  the  limited  period,  shall  fie  incorporated  into  the 
Union,  and  be  admitted  at  the  proper  time,  (to  be  judged  of  by  Congress,)  to  the  enjoyment  of 
all  the  rights  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  Constitution  ; 
and  in  the  meantime  shall  be  maintained  and  protected  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  liberty 
and  property,  and  secured  in  the  free  exercise  of  their  religion  without  restriction.  If  the  Presi¬ 
dent  was  right  in  supposing  the  disputed  Territory  does  not  belong  to  Texas,  he  is  nevertheless 
guilty  of  a  palpable  error  in  supposing  that  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  Texas  over  the  Territory, 
according  to  the  limits  defined  by  her  Legislature  in  December,  1836,  would  be  a  violation  of  our 
treaty  with  Mexico.  It  would  not  deprive  them  of  their  liberty,  property,  or  the  enjoyment  of 
their  religion,  but  be  admitting  them  to  the  full  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  as  stipulated  in  the  treaty,  in  the  earliest  and  most  effectual  manner. 

The  President  is  also  wrong  in  supposing  that  the  acts  to  which  he  refers  were  ever  designed 
to  authorize  the  employment  of  the  military  force  of  the  United  States  against  one  of  the  sover¬ 
eign  States  of  the  Union.  But  he  is  wrong  in  declaring  that  Texas  is  not  entitled  to  all  the  ter¬ 
ritory  east  of  the  Rio  Grande  within  her  asserted  limits.  Her  history  shows  the  Rio  Grande  was 
the  line  to  which  both  she  and  Mexico  looked  as  the  boundary  of  Texas.  In  the  arrangement 
entered  into  between  General  Cos  on  the  part  of  Mexico,  and  General  Burleson  on  the  part  of 
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Texas,  the  Rio  Grande  was  made  the  boundary .  In  the  treaty  made  wdth  Santa  Anna  and 
Filisola  and  others,  after  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto,  the  Rio  Grande  was  in  the  clearest  and  most 
unequivocal  manner,  made  the  boundary  of  Texas,  which  treaty  though  not  ratified  in  due  form 
by  Mexico,  enured  to  her  benefit,  and  the  moral  sentiment  of  every  civilized  and  honorable  com¬ 
munity  must  regard  her  as  morally  bound  by  it.  General  Woll,  in  a  proclamation  issued  by 
him,  distinctly  recognizes  the  claim  of  Texas  to  the  Rio  Grande.  After  these  acts  of  Mexican 
functionaries,  including  the  President,  she  defined  her  boundary  by  the  Rio  Grande  by  an  act  of 
Congress,  in  December,  1836. 

These  historical  events  were  enough  surely,  to  give  notice  to  all  the  world — at  any  rate,  to  the 
United  States  and  other  powers  that  acknowledged  her  independence  and  formed  treaties  with 
her — that  she  claimed  the  Rio  Grande  as  her  boundary.  And  in  view  of  this  claim,  disputed  by 
no  other  power  whatever  but  Mexico,  whose  government  notwithstanding  the  stipulations  already 
referred  to,  continued  to  claim  the  balance  of  Texas  as  well  as  New  Mexico  east  of  the  Rio 
Grande,  until  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  were  the  resolutions  framed  for  annexing  Texas  to 
the  United  States,  containing  among  others,  this  provision.  “  First :  said  State  to  be  formed  sub¬ 
ject  to  the  adjustment  by  this  Government  of  all  questions  of  boundary  that  may  arise  with  other 
Governments.” 

President  Polk,  looking  at  this  connected  chain  in  support  of  the  claim  of  Texas,  and  the  reso¬ 
lutions  of  annexation,  did  not  hesitate  to  express  the  opinion  that  the  territory  in  question  belonged 
to  Texas,  though  it  was  a  matter  for  the  decision  of  Congress.  Yet  our  present  free-soil  Execu¬ 
tive,  disregarding  the  rule  which  prevails  in  the  Executive  Department,  of  paying  at  least  some 
respect  to  the  acts  and  opinions  of  predecessors  ;  disregarding  the  salutary  example  set  by  Mr. 
Jefferson,  in  procuring  a  specific  act  for  taking  military  possession  of  Louisiana;  disregarding 
that  of  General  Jackson,  in  procuring  authority  from  Congress  for  the  employment  of  military 
force  in  enforcing  the  collection  of  the  revenue  when  South  Carolina  was  about  to  interpose  her 
authority  within  her  own  limits,  from  an  apprehension  that  the  acts  of  1795  and  1807  were  insuf¬ 
ficient  ;  instead  of  laying  the  whole  matter  before  Congress,  and  awaiting  its  action  and  decision, 
as  it  was  his  duty  to  have  done  under  the  circumstances,  he  hastens,  rashly  and  inconsiderately, 
as  I  conceive,  to  decide  the  matter  against  Texas,  and  to  take  steps  to  array  the  military  force  of 
the  country  to  prevent  Texas,  one  of  the  sovereign  States,  from  exercising  jurisdiction  within  her 
limits,  to  the  imminent  hazard  of  the  peace  of  the  country  and  the  existence  of  the  Union.  Be¬ 
lieving,  sir,  as  I  do,  that  the  position  taken  by  the  President  is  palpably  erroneous,  and  of  too  dan¬ 
gerous  consequence  to  be  countenanced,  and  that  the  territory  in  question  belongs  to  Texas,  I  will 
do  all  in  my  power  to  securif  it  to  her,  nor  will  I  pander  to  free-soilism  by  voting  a  bribe  to  in¬ 
duce  her  to  part  with  it. 

*  i 


I 


I 


/ 


■  ■  ■■  '  < 

:  :« Hi  in  . i:i nr!  ■  i.  ■  • ' .  'in  ««■*.»  !  'll'  "  ’left .  i  >  -  ■  •■•.i:;  i. 

:•  s  fit  i  '  ■  -  ■:  -r\  t  .  ?  •>)  '  >  •'  *b  ■;  t i  .  .  ••  i'-,:;-' 

>n  ::!i  ;■  ■  •  a.  '<  i  *mi  -,l»  »r  :  t  :t' -*  »< i  "■'(!  :f  !:•  '**!'>  ,•••>;  •  >.  V  . 

-.t  aoirar.-.ai  :•  ,  .  >7 7  ■■'•i  7.  Is aui  r  m  i  4  ini’  •  •<.  i  'tii.-mi 

uSM  a  .  ■■ 

.  ■<:  ■  ’!  '■  ■  ; j  ■  _  r.  :  i  'i:  •»'  :  1  •  ■  ;  1  •  1  ■  ■ ; tv- 1 ; v*v ■. ; 

'  *  .  ...  .  t ,  •.  «  •-  ..  ill 

r.  ’  '  t  :  '  "  .  •  '  •  •  'r.j  '-j  \  i;  it.;,  "  i.  I.' 

•  .  i  O-MJ  l.-H'KtOi'  1  - 1  .  '  S  i-«.l  )tV-  ’  ''  ■  i'ijj'  *  ■  l » JllA f  J 

,  •  .  ■  f 

. '  :  *  '  .  '  V)  S' 

■  ■  flr'  ). ?.':!■:*  iV  =7"  :  >:  .  .  ,i  ■  V  :  lr>  '  •  IT*  1  •  )  Oi  '  b'l  ‘Vi  ,:i  •  ’ 

:  .!■ ■  •  '<■  '  a  l s-)lt  -  ■*  art  <3t)&BtD 


-o\h  ’i, '*<S  <r  fin'.i  :  if.  <\  *» 
£  . .  ‘ 


•  |  "  j  1  k  D 

Oc3';i’I  '.I***  ib  *  1 1  J.  .1!  fvuilll)  *'•  1  i OOO  ff  1 


■ 

.1’  i  .1  *.  1  1  'll  ' .  1  .  lO-ll 

t  .  .....  r\ 


1  lift 

» )  !!>•  'J 

"in 

liill  10  ■jia 

i';i  ! 

ii 

\l  BIT! 

k.;X’>  - 

0|  : 

>i'  'OA  a 

;'i,nof a./,.  >.m. 

0  ‘if 

•  '.1 

to  Uni 

tUHA  * 

i  <b  fv 

Hr 

tfiJt  '£ 

all  a  • 

r  i,  !  !: 

.T  oi 

...i  -adf 

i.i 

V' 

;!  >:i!W  ali 

*{  «  •  vuni- 

■Ar 

"i 

;:i  b 

;  ■■  '>■■■' 

*»Y,I 

A  ^ 

«:XA:U:‘{.t 

•at;  wit  mU 

at 

,  >  * 

{  gn; 

! 

,h 

to  it  i 

■  iij-i 

.‘it  : ‘ •'•  •  -,a  Ml 

or 

*  i  \  ■ 

: 

it;).! 

i .oi  [  u  ,■ 

la 

,?  fid  Jr 

i  ,/  -ill: 

invyi 

’  t  lq 

mii.t 

o  pdt  2  'atol 

fit 

■'.!).  ’ll'  1 1  • » i  ^  i.l  q<]!J  !  :  :  :  >  r.  .'it!,-..  I.  .  •  i  Ii;  :U  t.  ',;!i ;  ilU.ru 

v 

.  ~ Ui.,-,.-.'  If.  ..  j.  ;  ■  i  .  • '  • 1  ;».!>.  r r? t :  j  v  S 1  *- * »  •  » ! >  r,  /iul  \  >vr  J(  88 

i.>  ••  •  -  :  '  f:  i  »:h  ‘tA'.’ii hi! a  ,  >T  ■  jvhnnoa 'L|iA 

ud  tu.ili?/  Iioitol'  : •  •  II  ..lei  !)  l'»  ,»6?'  tT  ot  V|i :tUO:l 

'i;  .  :  ' :  .  i  ■*...)  •  •  ;.  ■  •.  ..  >■  ■  i ■  >  ■  '.  -J  9tit  »  !■  \K  ‘u  ?n  ililli.  ti  «):f:  '<>.?  ,*5fUlV|* 

•  '•  Sri  m  >  •  .;  iu  •'  ;  •  *  «t  r-  4.  -oti  M(if  tiv.j  ,•'>!>  1  ^larvixl 

.  ’  ■  j  ■■  ■  »Lr  '  : 

<il  qi  (  Hiw  wt(,n>d  ai  o  xitl&o 


A 


\ 


